€Enjoy a lictle whimsy while exploring the outdoors by
making Leprechaun Shelcers! Ghis activity can be donein
any outdoor environment, and provides opportunities for
children to take a closer look at the nooks and crannies of

the natural world around them - A charming way to
celebrate St. Pacrick’s Day while exercising imaginations,

flexing creativity, and practicing empatby.



Why Do Leprechbauns Need Sbelrers?

Leprechauns are shoemakers by trade, and
spend most of their time out in nacure
tinkering with shoes for other leprecbauns,
fairies, and animals. Gbey often bave to walk
several miles across fields and througb woods
o find the tools they need to mend and
make sboes.

Duringthe winter and spring monchs,
these journeys can be difficulc on cold and
rainy days. Leprechauns often find
themselves getting caughtin rainstorms
with nowbere to take shelter. When this
bappens, ic’s very easy for them to catch colds
or bave to walk long distances bome in
uncomfortable, wet clothes. What's more,
each St. Patrick’s Day, bumans set traps
to try to capture them, making their long
journeys even more dangerous.




Instead of making traps to capture leprechauns, you can make shelters to belp keep them
safel All you need are a few natural macerials, a lictle love, and your imagination.

Go outside and collect things like sticks, [eaves, bark, and other natural items.
Leprecbauns also love things like colorful flowers, fragrant berbs, and sbiny, sparkly rocks.
Begin to design and build lictle structures thac will safely bouse leprecbauns and belp
them to stay dry if they are caugbtin a rainstorm, and to bide from bumans wbo are
trying to capture them. Jou can decorate your structures, create comfortable lictle beds
for leprecbauns to nap on, and add lictle accents you think will make them feel ac bome.
Uou can build them on the ground, in trees, or anywbere you think they'll like!

Jou might just make a leprecbaun friend! With so many bumans always trying to trick
and trap them, a lictle belp from a kid will really mean a lot to them. Ghey may even
reward you with a piece of their gold to thank you for your kindness!

*Check out our complete library
of
AT HOME NATURE ADVENTURES

at
https:/lwww.arboretum.org/digital-
arboretum/at-home-adventures/



