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Su Oh and Annette Castro Ramirez.

Dear Frniends,

During this lovely, lush spring, the Arboretum is
delighted to welcome our new CEQO Su Oh. After
an exhaustive, nationwide search, we found Su
right in our own backyard. She brings incredible
depth of experience with a long record of execu-
tive leadership, including many years with the
Los Angeles Natural History Museum. We look

forward to working together to help our gardens.

members and communities flourish after a
winter of raging L.A. fires.

In this Annual Report for the 2023-2024 fis-
cal year, we review a year of major upgrades
in garden areas popular with the public. Most
notable: The restoration of our beloved Queen
Anne Cottage completed after five years of
structural work (see page 8). The historic land-
mark reopened in May for a private benefactor/
donor event. When tours are expanded, a new
wheelchair lift will make the historic landmark
accessible to even more visitors. Interior work
continues with the preservation of the Cottage’s
beautiful stained-glass windows and the instal-
lation of newly restored doors.

When the new Visitor Plaza Entrance opened,
the Gift Shop was the final missing piece of the
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project. The shop, shuttered since 2022, moved
to a bigger, brighter location after lengthy plan-
ning, construction, and stocking. The new Gift
Shop opened to the delight of members, visitors,
and staff. We thank everyone for your patience.

Planning began for the renovation of the
Overlook Terrace above Bauer Lawn where the
view spans an eastward vista from the Bauer
Fountain, across our beautiful new entrance and
flowering trees, to the Africa Collection, and the
San Gabriel Mountains. The Lee and Chen Fam-
ily Overlook Terrace, generously funded by the
Lee Family and Jeff and Viktoria Segal, will have
an expanded 3,000 square-feet space, ideal for
events or simply relaxation.

The care of our historic structures and
gardens is possible because of the continued
support of our entire Arboretum Community—
members, friends, donors, and visitors. It is
your generosity that provides vital resources to
ensure the Arboretum will flourish for future
generations.

Thank you, and we look forward to seeing you
in the gardens!

Sincerely,

o N e

Annette Castro Ramirez
President
Los Angeles Arboretum Foundation

Sty

Su Oh
Chief Executive Officer
Los Angeles County Arboretum
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2025 BOARD
OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS

Annette Castro Ramirez
President

Kathleen Ellison
1st Vice President

Robert Barnes
2nd Vice President

Sean Cain, CPA
Treasurer

Heidi Hood
Secretary

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
Debbie Andersen
Marie Csete, MD, PhD
Imy Dulake

Merrilee Fellows
Marissa Goldberg
Lacey Gostony

Erica Hahn

Dongmei Huang
Justin Hutchings
Harlan Irvine

Akiko Koh

Ilona Linden

John Tegtmeyer
Hsiao-Ling Ting

HONORARY TRUSTEES
George A. Brumder

Dan Foliart

Burks L. Hamner
Kenneth D. Hill, PhD
Susan Kranwinkle

Bill Lincoln

G. Arnold Mulder, MD
Gilbert N. Resendez
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THE 2023-2024 fiscal year featured a lion dance, a full-sized velociraptor encounter, record visitation
at our historic Depot, and nearly a half million people enjoying Arboretum programs, education, and
the opportunity to connect with nature. Enjoy our mission highlights below.

165.010 ] 2=

Annual Visitors™ at Barks & Brews

Tram Tour Riders

Velociraptor
Jurassic World
Movie Night

Member Households
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Attended our first Lunar
New Year Celebration.

3,432

Peacock Day attendance

Visitors from 33 states
and 29 countries toured
the Santa Anita Depot.

- ]

|

Children attended
Library Storytime.

Plant bed, walkway,
path points surveyed
by Mapping Team.

2.009>

Participants in well-
ness and art classes
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July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024

REVENUE & SUPPORT EXPENSE
$7.402.045 $9.401.884*

7%

Administration

17,201

$617.201 PO
30% Membership

Membership & Fundraising

& Donations $331,172

$2,222,854

89%

Programs &
Visitor Plaza*

$8,453,511

70%

Revenue &
Admissions

$5,179,191

Statement of Financial Position / une 30, 2024

ASSETS
CASH $3,720,209
INVESTMENTS (at fair market value) $2,722,269
OTHER ASSETS $797,514
TOTAL ASSETS $7,239,992

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

LIABILITIES $2,298,556
UNRESTRICTED $3,281,608
RESTRICTED FUNDS $1,659,828
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $7,239,992

*Higher expenses reflect Visitor Plaza construction costs that were paid with donations received in prior years.
Source: Audited 2024 Financial Statements
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Australian pine tree drops huge and bountiful cones.
by James E. Henrich

Bunya pines (Araucaria bidwil-
lii) are native to southeastern
and far northern Queensland,
Australia. The mature bunya
that dropped the cone shown
in the photo was received as
a plant from UCLA in 1953.
Five juvenile trees grown from
seeds produced by this bunya
can be seen in the northern
part of our Australian section.
This species produces a large
quantity of cones about every
three years.

This species drew my atten-
tion about 15 years ago shortly
after joining the Arboretum
staff. The massive, heavy
cones, Aboriginal cultural
connections, and uses of the
seeds fascinated me. | enjoy
cooking and experimenting
with the many ways of treat-
ing the seeds, from boiling,
slicing thinly and pan toasting,
to roasting on a gas grill (in
lieu of in embers of an open
fire). Pesto made with roasted
seeds is quite wonderful.

A fellow colleague enticed
me to see coning trees at
old Los Angeles city parks.
We looked at specimens
approaching 100 feet in height
at many of the parks dating
to the late 1800s. Check them

out at Hollenbeck Park (dedi-
cated 1892), Elysian Park (ded-
icated 1886), and others. Don't
be surprised to find temporary
construction fences around the
trees when cones fall in Au-
gust. Afterall, the heavy cones
give this species the nickname
widow maker! Trees related to
bunya pine and distinctive in
the landscape include Norfolk
Island pine (Araucaria hetero-
phylla) and New Caledonia pine
(Araucaria columnaris).

Aboriginal culture is inter-
twined with the bunya pine.
The trees are considered
sacred and are an important
source of food, timber, and
fiber. Seeds are eaten raw or
cooked (boiled or roasted in
an open fire). If raw, they are
ground into a paste and eaten
directly or made into bread if
cooked. Aboriginal families
traditionally manage specific
trees within groves. Surplus
fresh seeds are often planted
for a meal later. Seedlings
produce a small tuber below
ground and can be harvested
and treated in the same man-
ner as seeds for food.

Cones are green and solid
when they fall and soften and
collapse within one to two
weeks. The large, almond-
shaped seeds can be har-
vested easily at this time. Mold
will envelop the seeds if left
unattended in the deconstruct-
ing cone. Seeds keep well
refrigerated or frozen.

For a closeup look at the
bunya cone as well as the
author, check out this video.

James E. Henrich is
Curator of Living Collections
at the Arboretum.

A mature bunya tree (above)
looms large in the Australian
section of the Arboretum.
Seed (left) from a cone cut in
half from tip to base. Male
cones (below) on juvenile tree.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GSlJJmsBRiY

Kong Live the Queen HAnne Cottage!

A toast to a 140-year-old icon looking splendid after five years of painstaking restoration.

THE REOPENING OF the
Queen Anne Cottage cele-
brates the beauty and history
of one of Southern Cali-
fornia’s great 19th century
landmarks. Of equal sig-
nificance, completion of the
five-year restoration project
demonstrates the essential
importance of community
support, as well as the pub-
lic/private partnership that
has governed the Arboretum
since its inception in 1948.

In 2019, when Arboretum

donors generously came
forward to fund a restoration
project at the Cottage, then
CEO Richard Schulhof said
he embraced the opportunity
with "both deep gratitude
and a twinge of caution.”
The chance to address

the preservation needs of
the historic structure could
only be enthusiastically
welcomed. Yet he knew that
peeling back surface layers
of the 140-year-old struc-
ture could reveal additional

8 LOS ANGELES ARBORETUM FOUNDATION

needs of unknown complex-
ity and cost.

Yet there was still some
surprise when the removal of
the veranda marble flooring
for repair uncovered sig-
nificant structural work to
secure the veranda founda-
tion, which in turn, pointed
to another project to stabilize
the tower and cupola. The
Foundation responded with
a creative on-line Kickstarter
campaign for the cottage
as well as other fundrais-

An aerial view of the Cottage after
the restoration. The tower and
cupola (top) needed stabilization
and the steps serious repairs.

ing efforts. L.A. County
contributed its considerable
preservation management
experience and project
funding. With great thanks
to a large community of
support for the $1 million
restoration project, the Cot-
tage reopened in the spring
of 2024 with a stabilized
structure, foundation repairs,
and a renewed veranda, all
completed in keeping with
national standards for archi-
tectural preservation.

|

PHOTOS: AERIAL VIEW BY FRANK MCDONOUGH; TOWER AND STAIRS BY MITCHELL HEARNS BISHOP



Jhank You to Our Supporters

THE ARBORETUM COMMUNITY is made up of many individuals who share a commitment to the vital role a garden plays as a place
of learning, inspiration, and enjoyment. We are grateful to our Arboretum Benefactors who are highlighted within this list and cel-

ebrate their role as the organization’s highest level of members and supporters. We are also proud to recognize and honor our many
other special friends, members, foundations, and businesses for their generosity. All donors of $500 and up are listed based on their
cumulative contributions between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024.

Samuel FAyres Legacy Saciety

$500,000

Estate of Simon Russin

$150,000+
Georgina Fredrick
Children’s Foundation

$50,000+
Carl L. Herrmann

$25,000+
Anonymous
Supervisor

Kathryn Barger

Los Angeles County

Fifth District
Capital Group
Edison International
Jeanie & Terry Kay
Celina McHugh

& Patricia Herron
Susan Rzeppa Redpath
Steinmetz Foundation

$10,000+
Carolyn Egenes
Kathleen Marie Ellison
Fera Pets
George & Marcia Good
Family Foundation
Lacey & Tim Gostony
Freddi & Kenneth
D. Hill, PhD
John F. Merrell
Charitable Foundation
Melissa Jones
Susan & Doug Kranwinkle
llona Linden
Siby Minton
MonteCedro
Louise Neiby

Orange County

Community Foundation
Jerome Paul & Fern Yu
Lee & Mickey Segal
Viktoria & Jeff Segal
John Tegtmeyer & Pamela

Hillings Tegtmeyer
Betsey Tyler

$5,000+
Debbie & Ed Andersen
Association for
Los Angeles Deputy
Sheriff's (ALADS)
Robert Barnes
Arlene C. Bell
Heather & Sean Cain
Tiffany & Bobby Campos
Annette Castro Ramirez
& Julio Ramirez
Susanne Cohen
Marie Csete & John Doyle
Elizabeth & Stanislas
Debreu
Imy & Richard Dulake
Dr. Annette Ermshar
Jim & Sue Femino
Walter Fidler
Christen & Megan Garrett
Nel Graham
Diane Grohulski
Erica Hahn
Heidi & Scott Hood
Dongmei & Shouhua
Huang
Justin Hutchings
& So Chin Rim
Harlan Irvine
Ellen & Harvey Knell
Diana Leach
T. C. J. E. & Lee Family

Bold/Italics recognizes Arboretum Benefactors.

Corrine Abel Estate*
Anonymous (5)
The Domenica M. Ashton Trust*
Estate of Samuel Ayres Jr.

& Helen Ayres*
Coleen & George Ball
Marion Merrill Bateman Trust*

Carolyn & Jamie Bennett
The Richard Brandes Estate*
Estate of Mary Charlotte Crumpton*
Estate of Barbara Davis*
Alice L. Deliman Fund*
The Onnalee Doheny Trust*
Roger & Carolyn Egenes
Brittany Fabeck
Kirby Fong
Cathy Gendron
Teresa Gonzales Trust*
Sandra Goodenough
& Richard Schulhof
Mr. Burks Hamner
The Frances Clarine Hard Estate*
Carl & Jane Herrmann
Freddi & Kenneth D. Hill, PhD
The Holtz-Hechler Trust*
Ed & Susan Johnson

*| egacy Gift Realized

SAMUEL AYRES was a visionary and the driving
force in the establishment of the Los Angeles County
Arboretum and Botanic Garden. We are grateful to
these forward-thinking individuals and families who
share Ayres’ vision of a great public garden and have
named the Los Angeles Arboretum Foundation in
their wills or estate plans.

The Kallam Estate*

Ruby Diane Lewis

Joyce Lim

Emma Menninger Estate*
Estate of Elza Meyberg*
Grace G. & Michael A. Montgomery
Alex Oser Estate*

The Palmer Estate*
Steven & Anita Peralez
Susan R. Redpath

Walter Riemann Estate*
Ruth-Ann Rohman Trust*
Ron & JoAnn Schrantz
Estate of Simon Russin III*
Cynthia Anne Saxon
Carrie Scott

The Helen Shaffer Trust*
Estate of Lilly Shen*

The Slater Estate*
Victoria Stratman

The Vincent Talbot Trust*
The Tauer Family Trust*
The Susan Walker Trust*
Evelyn Walpus

The Wilbur Estate*

Fern Yu

If you have named the LA Arboretum Foundation in your will or estate plan or if
you are interested in exploring a planned gift, please contact Chief Development
Officer Sylvia Rosenberger at 626.821.3232 or sylvia.rosenbergerfdarboretum.org.

ANNUAL REPORT JULY 1, 2023-JUNE 30, 2024




Ginger & William Lincoln
Lily Liu
Longo Toyota
Mitchell Foundation for
Nature, Art and Science
Mia Picerno
Marcia Kay &
Ronald Radelet
Kimberly &
Rashad Raisani
Charles L. Seitz
Victoria Stratman
W. M. Keck Foundation

$2,500+
Patricia Aguilar
Eric Amorde
Aversa Foundation
Anthony Aversano
John Baldeschwieler
& Marlene Konnar
Bank of America
David Boyle
Janet Braun
Marilyn & George
Brumder
Julia Cabral
Renate & Mel Cohen
Leo Dencik
The Fishbein
Family Foundation
Cheryl & Dan Foliart
Cathy Gendron
Marissa & Jeff Goldberg
Kevin Hanley
Janice & Dane Hoiberg

Wendy Holloway
Kathy & H. Clay
“Hap’” Kellogg
Robert Kingsbook
& Sally Leveille
Knight Insurance
Services, Inc.
W. Robert Kohorst
Laborer’s International
Union of North America
Librarians’ Guild Local
2626 AFSCME
Pete Lopez
Beverly Marksbury
Gretl & G. Arnold Mulder
Pasadena Garden Club
Pinnacle Building
Maintenance
Peg Rahn
The Sapphire Foundation
Elaine Sarkaria
JoAnn & Ron Schrantz
Susie & En-Jang Shen
Hank Su
San Gabriel Nursery
& Florist
Swinerton
Danielle & Thomas
Walker
James Walters
& Mitzi Zack-Walters

$1,000+

Avery Dennison, Inc.
Gwen & Guilford Babcock
Patrick L. Barnes

GIFTS OF APPRECIATED SECURITIES
A gift of long-term appreciated securities is one of the most tax-efficient ways
to support the LA Arboretum Foundation. Such a gift offers you two distinct
tax advantages: avoiding capital gains tax on the increased value of the stock,
while also providing a charitable deduction for its full fair-market value when
the stock is donated. Please contact Chief Development Officer Sylvia Rosen-
berger at 626.821.3232 or sylvia.rosenberger(@arboretum.org for information.

Bold/Italics recognizes Arboretum Benefactors.
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Deborah Beveridge
Marilyn & Larry Callaham
Colin Campbell
Mark & Julie Charvat
Connie & Walter Ching
Vincent Comer
Karen & Steven Craig
Susan E. Crowe
Brian Dahl
Alice L. Deliman Fund
Jennifer Diener
Diggers Garden Club
of Pasadena
Helena Eversole
Olga Eysymontt
Kirby Fong
Eileen & Gerard Gendron
Sandra Goodenough
& Richard Schulhof
Suzanne & Larry Haller
Katherine & David
Hensley
Tracy & Richard Hirrel
Priscilla & Gary Hoecker
Jill & Patrick Holland
Susan & Edward Johnson
Larry Kaiser
Kevin Kane &
Sandy Snider
Alice L. Lewin
Macfarland Family
Foundation
Geeta Mehta
Bob Mendoza
Paul Meyer
Sarah Myers

Anat & David Ohlgisser
Margaret & Dennis Page
Johan Pao

& Cheng Sheng Wu
Mark Pomerantz
Gilbert N. &

Terese G. Resendez
Ana Reyes Jones
Barbara Rigby-Elson

& Douglas Elson
Sylvia & Paul Rosenberger
Kalpana Savla
Victoria & Barry

Schupbach
SEIU Local 721
Marianne & Pete Siberell
Penny D. Smith
Jonathan Steinberg

& Buf Meyer
Margaret M. Stewart
Greg Stone & Cindy Vail
Suzanne & Tom Tomkins
Marjorie & David Totten
Renata & Kevin Towner
Nathan Watson

& Ying Qiao Hee
Barbara & lan

White-Thomson
Alyce DeRoulet

Williamson
Patricia Wilmot

$500+
American Ceramic
Society
Wayne Andlovec
& Donna Campbell
Greg Apodaca
William J. Barney
Amanda & Michael Barrett
Ann & Olin Barrett
Suzanne Beatty
Marcia & Thomas Bent
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Lucy Berbeo
Jim Brewer
Jung C. Chang
Emmy Chang
& Shilung Lin
Cady & Carson Cheng
Huimei Chung
& Kou C. Lin
Karen Claborn
& Chuck Devore
Linda & Stephen Colley
Lynn & Carl W. Cooper
Gloria Cox
Barbara & Ralph Crane
Jane Delahanty
Jen Dunbar
Marilynn Filbeck
Jane Florentinus
Katherine & Robert
Gillespie
Mary Gilman
Marcia A. Good
Leah & Christopher
Greenwood
Marlene & Frank Griffith
Alexander E. Hansen
& Renu Bhat-Hansen
Leslie E. Hansen
Nancy & Michael
Harahan
Diane & James Harris
Ursula Hyman
Garrett Johnson
& Charmaine
Jefferson-Johnson
Song S. Kim
Jane Krech
Margaret Leong
& Michael Checca
Mary Lindgren
Carol & John Llewellyn
Guo Ling Luo
Diane Marcussen
Susan D. Martynec

Vivian & Anthony
McMahon
Christine Mitchell
Minal & Anil Modi
Robert Muse
& Tamerin Kelly
|leana Mutch
Sue & Art Narevsky
Tomoko Patrick
John Penny
Patrick Perry
& Hsiao-Ling Ting
Shirley G. Quan
Matthew Randolph
& Amy Korn
Janet Rea & Edward
Mittleman
Kimberly & Richard
Rinaldi
Jean & Dean Rosenberger
Terri Salas
Jorge Sanchez
& Victor Carson
Claudia Schmitt
Lisa Shenkel
& Susan Young
Janalee & Lee Shimmin
Tammy & Michael Silver
Peter & Adele Skibba
George M. Sonneborn
Peggy & Michael
Stahlheber
Anjana Sura
William Towner
Janice Tray
Donna Varner
Kristin & Sean Varner
Katie Von Gremp
Jane & Jeff Williams
Alison & Joseph Winter
Deborah Wong
Leslie Woods
Bonnie Youngdahl

Paying it Fouvard

by Sylvia Rosenberger

Jerry Paul and Fern Yu

“I NEEDED A job because | only

had $27 left,” said Jerry Paul, who
journeyed to California at age 19
because he could see the demise of
the steel and manufacturing industry
in his native Pittsburgh, PA. When he
arrived in California, he landed a job
with Transamerica, where he built a
40-year career becoming senior vice
president in charge of Asian markets.

His wife of more than 20 years,
Fern Yu, was no better resourced
when she arrived at age 21 in search
of the California dream from Hous-
ton. “l don’t think anybody wakes up
and says, 'I'm going to be an under-
writer,”” Yu said. Her drive, tenacity,
and continued education led to a
thriving career as a life insurance
underwriter ultimately with Trans-
america Life. Transamerica was good
to the couple in another way too - it's
where they met, a second marriage
for both.

“We came to California with noth-
ing,” said Paul. “We were educated,
had business careers, have children
who are happy and were raised
well. We've lived well. Giving is not a
sense of owing. It's not an obligation
or paying back a debt. It's paying it
forward.”

Making their home in San Gabriel,
their life included the Los Angeles
County Arboretum and Botanic
Garden. Yu visited with her daughter
when she was young and later with
two grandsons. Jerry, who has a son

from his prior marriage, was first
introduced to the gardens through
events and concerts.

In recent years, the couple has
deepened their Arboretum involve-
ment and commitment as Benefac-
tors, the highest levels of member-
ship. In addition, they have supported
special projects such as the new
Visitor Plaza entrance and youth
education programs for children in
Title | schools.

“We have this crowded, busy, in-
volved, challenging world all around
us in Los Angeles County,” said Paul.
“And right in the middle of it, we
have this fabulous asset called the
Arboretum, and we need to nurture
and care and grow it because they
ain’t gonna make any more of this.
It's now our responsibility to see that
it goes forward.”

Yu, a Samuel Ayres Legacy Society
member, also has included the Ar-
boretum as a beneficiary of her 401k
plan. She chose to give this way to
the Foundation because, unlike other
estate assets, 401k income is taxable
to her heirs, so it’s a financially savvy
way to give. She further explained
that as she accumulated a little bit of
wealth, her giving philosophy shifted.
She used to give a little to many
organizations, but then realized she
wanted to make a bigger impact,
which meant focusing on what was
most important to them.

“Jerry and | have decided that
since we live here, we both enjoy Los
Angeles and we want to give locally,”
said Yu. “We want to give to things
that we use, where we can see the
progress and know where our money
goes.”

With friends like Fern Yu and Jerry
Paul, the Arboretum will flourish for
future generations to enjoy, and we
are forever grateful.

The Arboretum appreciates your support. Please call the Development Office at 626.821.3237 if we inadvertently misspelled or omitted your name.
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY ARBORETUM & BOTANIC GARDEN

THE LOS ANGELES ARBORETUM FOUNDATION, a 501 (c) 3 non-

profit organization, co-manages the Arboretum in partnership with

the Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation. Founded
in 1948, the Foundation was instrumental in creating the Arboretum
and fostering its early development. From its beginnings, the Foundation
has provided new gardens and education programs serving Southern
California. Today, the Foundation leads a broad community of members,
volunteers and donors in establishing the support needed to realize

the Arboretum'’s potential as a premier public garden and educational
resource. In an era of economic challenge and reduced public

budgets, this role is of increasing importance.

301 North Baldwin Avenue / Arcadia, CA 91007 / arboretum.org

PHOTOS: AQUATIC GARDEN (TOP) AND MEYBERG WATERFALL BY MARLYN WOO/JOANNE WILBORN




